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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: Paul Brent Rivers 


Group Art Unit: 3722 


Application No.: 10/768,406 


Examiner: Kimberly Wood 


Filed: January 30, 2004 




Title: "Serving Terminal Uluminator" 




VIA FACSIMILE 703-872-9306 




TC2600 




Attn: Examiner Kunberly Wood 





37 C.F.R. § 1.8 CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 
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Bambi F. Walters 
Name of Person Faxing This Paper 
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Commissioner: 

This paper is filed in response to the Office Action mailed March 24, 2005 in the above- 
identified application. The United States Patent and Trademark Office ("Office") imposed a 
restriction requirement Assignee hereby elects the identified "Species IV and further requests 
reconsideration and withdrawal of this restriction requirement. 
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. Response to. Restriction Requirement 

PROVISIONAL ELECTION 

The office alleges that this patent application is directed to the following patentably 
distinct species of the claimed invention: 

"Species I drawn to FIGS 1-4 

Species m drawn to FIG 5, 

Species IV drawn to FIGS 6-7," 
See, March 24. 2005 Office Action, !?. 2. 

As 37 CJF.R. § 1.143 requires, the Assignee provisionally elects the group identified as 
species IV drawn to FIGS 6-7." The claims corresponding to this species are 17-21. 

REPLY AND TRAVERSAL 

The Assignee respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of this restriction 
requirement. The Assignee traverses this restriction requirement by relying upon the following 
reason. 

1. No Burden lis Present 

Examination of Species I, Species III, and Species IV does not present a burden for the 
Examiner. One criterion for restriction is that there must be a "serious burden" on the Examiner. 
See U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, § 803 (8 th Ed. 
2001). The Office may make a prima facie case for restriction, using "appropriate explanation," 
of i) separate classification, ii) a separate status in the art, or iii) a different field of search. Id. 
See also id. at § 808.02. The Assignee thus respectfully requests that Examiner Wood remove 
the requirement for restriction and, instead, examine all species identified by the Examiner. 
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Response to Restriction Requirement 

If the Office has any questions, the Office is invited to contact the undersigned at (757) 
751-5729 orbambi@wzDatents.com. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Bambi F. Walters 
Attorney for the Assignee 
Reg. No. 45, 197 
PO Box 5743 
Williamsburg, VA 23 188 
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